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FI NAL RULE: EQUI VALENT EM SSI ON LI M TATI ONS UNDER
THE CLEAN Al R ACT §112(J)

VWHAT 1S SECTION 112(J) OF THE CLEAN Al R ACT?

(0]

Section 112(j) establishes a fail-safe nmechani smfor
States to regul ate maj or sources of hazardous air
pol lution, in the event that EPA fails to neet the
regul atory deadlines required by the air toxics
provi sions of the Cean Air Act.

Hazardous air pollutants (or air toxics) are pollutants
known or suspected of causing cancer or other serious
health effects (i.e. reproductive effects). Major
sources are defined as industrial facilities that emt 10
tons per year or nore of a hazardous air pollutant listed
in the Clean Air Act, or 25 tons or nore per year of a
conbi nation of |isted hazardous air pollutants.

| f EPA msses a regul atory deadline by 18 nonths, Section
112(j) requires nmajor sources emtting hazardous air

pol lution to apply to the State (or local) permtting
authority for revisions to their operating permts. Their
revised permts nmust contain emssion limts equival ent
to the limts that EPA shoul d have established.

In conjunction wth today's rule, EPA released "MACT

Det erm nati ons Under Section 112(j)," a guidance
docunent that provides information on determ ning contro
technol ogies to neet the required emssions limts. MACT
i's "maxi num achi evabl e control technol ogy,"” a | evel of
control for air toxics established by Congress in the
Clean Air Act.

TO WHOM DOES SECTI ON 112(J) APPLY?
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This rule applies to:

(1) Owners and operators of mmjor sources of hazardous
air pollutant em ssions; and to

(2) State or local air pollution control agencies.

HOW DOES SECTI ON 112(J) WORK?
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The Clean Air Act requires EPA to issue regul ations over
a 10-year schedule to control emi ssions of 189 hazardous
air pollutants listed in the Act.

EPA has published a |ist of 174 categories of industrial
sources that emt these pollutants, as well as a schedul e
by which they will be regul at ed.

| f EPA m sses one of these deadlines, the 112(j) rule
requires that, within 18 nonths, each owner or operator
of a "mmjor source" of hazardous air pollutant em ssions
in that source category nust submt an application to the
State (or local) permtting authority for a revised
permt.

The State (or local) permtting authority nust review and
approve the permt application under operating permt
procedures established under the dean Air Act Amendnents
of 1990.

The revised permt nust contain emission limts that are
equi val ent to the maxi mum achi evabl e control technol ogy
or MACT limts that EPA woul d have required.

The rule al so establishes, and encourages States to
adopt, a voluntary preconstruction revi ew process for new
sources of hazardous air pollutant em ssions.

As mandated by the C ean Air Act, when EPA subsequently
i ssues a del ayed MACT standard, the source nust revise
its permt, as necessary, to ensure continued conpliance
with the | aw

WHAT ARE THE BENEFI TS?

o

Public Health / Environnent:



The new air toxics prograns required under the Clean Ar
Act are neant to achieve significant reduction in risk to
public health and the environment. Today's rule wll
ensure that the necessary em ssion reductions will occur
even if EPA fails to promul gate needed air toxics
regul ati ons.

o] | ndustry:

The 112(j) rule establishes, consistently across States |,
bot h:

(i) a step-by-step process for case-by-case MACT
determ nati ons, and
(i) specific requirenments for the content of
permts.

This added clarity and consi stency should reduce costs
and time involved in permtting and enforcenent.

o) States and Local Governnent:

Today's rule will assist State and |ocal permtting
authorities in reducing air toxics according to the
schedul e mandated by the Clean Air Act, and will ensure
that their standards are equivalent to the limts EPA
woul d have set. This added clarity and consi stency shoul d
reduce regul atory agency costs and tine involved in
permtting and enforcenent.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON

Anyone with a conputer and a nodem can downl oad the rule
and the gui dance docunment fromthe Cean Air Act board of
EPA' s el ectronic Technol ogy Transfer Network bulletin board by
calling (919) 541-5742. For further information about how to
access the board, call (919) 541-5384. For further
i nformati on about the rule, contact Kathy Kaufman at (919)
541-0102. To order a copy of the "MACT Determi nations for
112(j) [453/R-94-026]," call (919) 541-2777.



